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THE CASEY KEY ASSOCIATION 

The Casey Key Beach Ecosystem Preservation Project 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT? 

The purpose of the Project is to develop a comprehensive view of the condition of Casey Key’s beaches 
– in their entirety – and map out a plan to stabilize, preserve, protect and enhance them into the future.

HOW AND WHY WAS THIS PROJECT STARTED? 

At the January 23, 2020 Casey Key Association Annual 
Meeting, Sarasota County representatives described 2 
projects to protect Casey Key Road and the Key’s water 
main at 2 locations along the Gulf shoreline. During 
discussion, a number of residents expressed concern that 
there was a more important underlying problem that 
needed to be addressed – namely, the systematic 
widespread erosion of Casey Key beaches and the 
supporting ecosystem. Many felt that something should be 
done to address this larger underlying problem as a way to 
prevent having to continually provide short-term “fixes” to 
protect the road and water system. 

On February 1, 2020 the Advisory Board of the Casey Key 
Foundation Donor Advised Fund met to discuss what, if 
anything, could be done to address the larger concerns of 
Casey Key beach ecosystem deterioration. The Advisors 
agreed to enlist the support of the CKA to develop a 

program to identify vulnerabilities and solutions, and to have a discussion with Casey Key residents 
about the scope of the problems and possible ways to address them. 

A meeting of Casey Key residents was held March 2, 2020 at the Hotel Venezia to engage the residents 
in a dialog about the condition of Casey Key’s beaches. The Chairman of the Reef Ball Foundation, Todd 
Barber, briefed the group on the use of Reef Balls around the world for beach preservation and 
protection. After discussion, the group determined that a program to define the extent of the beach 
ecosystem problems and identify solutions was needed.  

As follow up to the Meeting on March 2, the CKA Board of Directors established The Casey Key Beach 
Ecosystem Preservation Project to identify, evaluate and, as approved by CKA Board, to execute those 
actions necessary to preserve the natural interdependent beach, land and life ecosystem of Casey Key, 
that is essential to sustaining its beauty, marine and bird life. 
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